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Synopsis

Drawing upon a wealth of previously unresearched primary sources in many languages, the authors
shed much new light on a group frequently described as the most lethal actor in the current Afghan
insurgency, and shown here to have been for decades at the centre of a nexus of transnational
Islamist militancy, fostering the development of jihadi organisations from Southeast Asia to East
Africa. Addressing the abundant new evidence documenting the Haggani network’s pivotal role in
the birth and evolution of the global jihadi movement, the book also represents a significant advance
in our knowledge of the history of al-Qaeda, fundamentally altering the picture painted by the

existing literature on the subject.
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Customer Reviews

This book is in our J-2 library in Afghanistan and while | have not discussed it with others, believe it
is well-regarded. For me it accomplishes something | have not seen elsewhere: it explains the
Haqggani, the second most violent and largest group after the Taliban, and it does so concisely.What
| particularly appreciate about this book is the coherent manner in which it examines the value
propositions that have positioned Haqqgani today at the local, regional, and global levels.The
author’s credit Haqgani’s emergence in the early days to two value propositions: first, the offering of
safehaven in Waziristan; and second, the ability to deliver violence on order for the Pakistani military
and IS1.The authors conclude that Haggani displaced Hezb-i-Islami HIA/HIG) because the Hagqgani
have had and still have a superior savvy of tribal politics which in turn led to their earning a larger

share of the CIA money passed through the ISA by CIA. Above all the authors credit the Haqqgani



with being able to manage a nuanced balancing act across borders and interests.
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